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good.’’ Stanton treated Lincoln poorly 
in the days that followed, but six years 
later, Lincoln asked Stanton to be his 
Secretary of War. 

Lincoln’s ability to put aside such 
losses—which for most people would be 
terrible ego blows—was inspiring. Not 
only did he move forward, but he 
wasn’t blinded by hate or rage and he 
didn’t seek revenge. Instead, he recog-
nized the need to surround himself 
with the best people who would make 
the greatest contributions to the mis-
sion at hand. 

Lincoln’s decision on who would join 
his cabinet was the perfect example of 
what his assistant, John Nicolay, de-
scribed as ‘‘one of great courage and 
self-reliance.’’ Lincoln did not fill 
these positions with friends and loyal 
supporters who would agree with him 
and thought as he did. According to 
Lincoln: 

We needed the strongest men of the party 
in the Cabinet. We needed to hold our own 
people together. I had looked the party over 
and concluded that these were the very 
strongest men. Then I had no right to de-
prive the country of their services. 

It took great strength of character to 
understand that—especially when three 
of those men were his rivals for the Re-
publican nomination for the presi-
dency. These men: William Seward, 
Salmon Chase, and Edward Bates, were 
stunned by their losses to Lincoln in 
the primary and each maintained that 
he was the best man for the post well 
after their losses. When Lincoln em-
braced them for the cabinet positions, 
they still looked down on him as the 
lesser choice for president. However, 
Lincoln was wonderfully gifted at 
transforming rivals to admirers. 

Seward, who Lincoln named his Sec-
retary of State, slowly came to recog-
nize the President’s strong leadership 
abilities. He called the President’s no-
bility ‘‘almost superhuman.’’ Seward 
was not alone. 

But not everyone grew gradually 
fond of the President, as many saw his 
promise and brilliance immediately. 
Nevada’s first senator William Stew-
art, whose seat I occupy today, de-
scribed Lincoln’s greatness. 

President Lincoln was the greatest man 
this hemisphere has produced. Without 
schooling he wrote the best English; without 
education in rhetoric or logic he was the 
most conclusive reasoner; without the 
slightest pretension to oratory he was the 
most persuasive speaker of his time. He was 
the kindest, most benevolent and humane 
man of his generation. Whoever may be sec-
ond as a scholar, as a statesman and as a 
friend of humanity, Lincoln must be first. 

Lincoln also touched the hearts of 
the soldiers who served under him. 
After one of his many visits to the 
troops on the battlefield, one soldier 
wrote home that as the President 
passed them, his smile ‘‘was a real re-
flection of his honest, kindly, heart; 
but deeper, under the surface of that 
marked and not all uncomely face, 
were the unmistakable signs of care 
and anxiety . . . In fact, his popularity 
in the army is and has been universal.’’ 

Lincoln’s honest, kindly heart—that 
the soldier referenced—was also appar-
ent in his loyalty and willingness to 
take responsibility for his actions. Lin-
coln would not let a subordinate take 
the fall for a decision he had made. In 
1862, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton 
was the victim of an especially aggres-
sive, brutal personal attack. He was ac-
cused of not providing all the backup 
troops to counter what turned out to 
be a battle of great loss to the Union. 
Lincoln took the unprecedented step of 
convening a Union meeting with all the 
government departments. The audi-
ence, gathered in front of the Capitol, 
was comparable in size to that of a 
crowd at an inauguration. He explained 
that, ‘‘The Secretary of War is not to 
blame for not giving when he had none 
to give. I believe he is a brave and able 
man, and I stand here, as justice re-
quires me to do, to take upon myself 
what has been charged on the Sec-
retary of War.’’ What a humbling 
story. This is what Harry Truman 
meant when he said, ‘‘The buck stops 
here.’’ 

Equal to his loyalty was Abraham 
Lincoln’s courage. The Emancipation 
Proclamation was described by one 
supporter as ‘‘. . . the greatest act of 
justice, statesmanship, and civiliza-
tion, of the last four hundred years.’’ 
The Executive Order, signed by Presi-
dent Lincoln, declared the freedom of 
all slaves in those areas of the rebel-
lious Confederacy that had not already 
returned to Union control. By the sum-
mer of 1865, an estimated four million 
slaves had been freed. Hannah Johnson, 
the mother of a Northern Black sol-
dier, wrote to President Lincoln about 
the Emancipation Proclamation, stat-
ing: 

When you are dead and in Heaven, in a 
thousand years that action of yours will 
make the Angels sing your praises. 

No doubt there are angels still sing-
ing, just 144 years later. 

Lincoln never considered himself a 
champion for the slave. His priority 
was upholding and defending the Union 
and the Constitution upon which it 
stood. However, it was his vision and 
steady leadership that ultimately 
brought down slavery in the United 
States. With this transformation also 
came the respect and admiration of 
black abolitionist Frederick Douglass. 
Douglass has been a frequent critic of 
the President’s, trashing him publicly 
many times. However, the two agreed 
on the need to recruit and build black 
regiments to fight in the war. It was a 
controversial move, but Lincoln under-
stood the impact that the soldiers 
would have on the rebellion. Douglass 
went to the White House to meet with 
Lincoln about some of the inequalities 
among black and white soldiers. Just 
as he had won over countless rivals in 
the past, Lincoln’s ‘‘humane spirit,’’ as 
Douglass called it, won him over as 
well. The two formed a relationship, 
and Douglass came to greatly admire 
Abraham Lincoln. 

I wanted to talk about Abraham Lin-
coln because there is a timeless lesson 

in his style of leadership and his moral 
fiber. Today, we face a politically di-
vided government and country. How-
ever, the issues are not as dire as the 
Civil War that took the lives of what 
today would be five million people. The 
United States is not on the brink of ex-
tinction. But we have an opportunity 
to rise above the political games and 
the pettiness to make progress on some 
of the major issues facing our Nation. 
We should all strive to show some of 
the humility, moral conviction, cour-
age, and honesty by which Abraham 
Lincoln lived his life. This Nation paid 
a grave price in the name of freedom 
under his watch. Not only did freedom 
survive but it flourished, and he led us 
to new and greater heights. 

Abraham Lincoln lost his life in the 
name of that freedom. After being shot 
in the back of the head, Lincoln strug-
gled for 9 hours between life and death. 
The Nation—north and south— 
mourned for this beloved man, but 
those most inconsolable were the men 
who had first been Lincoln’s rivals and 
who had later become his closest 
friends and advisors. There is no great-
er praise than that of Secretary of War 
Edwin Stanton whose tribute from Lin-
coln’s deathbed has proven true, ‘‘Now 
he belongs to the ages.’’ 

President Lincoln told an Ohio regi-
ment in 1864: 

It is not merely for to-day, but for all time 
to come that we should perpetuate for our 
children’s children this great and free gov-
ernment, which we have enjoyed all our 
lives. 

I invite my colleagues to join me in 
honoring the legacy of one of our 
greatest Presidents by working to-
gether and challenging each other to 
lead as he did. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. OBAMA. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
Cantwell). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. OBAMA. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that there now be a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE 
CONGRESSMAN CHARLIE NORWOOD 

Mr. COBURN. Madam President, I 
want to take a few minutes first to 
talk about someone who was a very 
dear friend whom I think was emblem-
atic of what our forefathers thought 
about when they thought about a U.S. 
Congressman. His name was CHARLIE 
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